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WORLD ASSOCIATION FOR WORKING EQUITATION — WAWE 

Clarifications to the International Working Equitation 
Regulations 2025 

Applicable to the 2026 World Championship 

Purpose and status 
This document clarifies the interpretation and application of the International Working Equitation 
Regulations 2025 (approved in the General Assembly on 27 February 2025, in force since 14 April 
2025). The clarifications below do not amend the Regulations. They resolve internal contradictions, 
correct evident editorial errors and confirm the intended reading of provisions that have given rise 
to questions. 

In case of divergence between the wording of the 2025 Regulations and a clarification in this 
document, the clarification states the reading to be applied by all officials, judges and competitors. 

A. Organisation, officials and checks 

1. Involvement with more than one national team 
Rule concerned: Chapter V, Section 1 (Judges) and general provisions 

Clarification: Riders, trainers and any member of a national team may not be involved with another 
national team during a championship or international competition. This also applies to owners who 
hire out horses to riders of another nation: from the first Vet Check onwards, the owner may not 
assist, advise or coach the hiring rider. Concerns of the owner regarding the horse’s health may at 
any time be addressed to the Paddock Officer, the veterinarian or the Technical Delegate, who 
decide on any measure. 

2. Noseband and curb chain check — touching the horse 
Rule concerned: Chapter on Paddock Officer — “The Paddock Officer is allowed to check the horse 
before each test only by a visual check.” 

Clarification: The Regulations elsewhere prescribe a physical tightness check for nosebands (index 
finger between the horse’s cheek and the noseband). The sentence quoted above therefore cannot 
be read as excluding physical contact. It is clarified that the horse may be touched before the test for 
the purpose of the noseband and curb chain check. 

3. Vet Check — procedure 
Rule concerned: Vet inspection prior to the competition 

Clarification: The Vet Check on the inspection lane is conducted as follows: the horse is presented 10 
m at walk, then 20 m at trot, is turned to the right at walk, and returns 30 m at trot to the finish. 
Pylons or similar markers on the lane indicate the points at which the gait changes. The panel 
(President of the Jury, veterinarian, Technical Delegate) is positioned at the side of the lane; a 
holding box is available for horses referred to re-inspection. The diagram below illustrates the 
procedure. 
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Each horse must have a passport present (for some horses coming from oversea and don´t have a 
passport as identification: official document recognized by the country of origin). All horses must 
wear a bridle and a bit – headcollars are not allowed. 

Whips are allowed with a maximum size of 120 cm and must be carried by the person showing the 
horse at the vet inspection, but it is not allowed to hit/touch the horse with the whip. 
 

4. Entering the riding arena outside the course-walk time 
Rule concerned: Ease of Handling Trial (course walk / arena reconnaissance) — “Riders and officials 
that enter the arena out of the time scheduled for reconnaissance should be disqualified.” 

Clarification: The word “officials” is an error. Competition officials acting in the exercise of their 
function may enter the arena at any time. The provision is to be read as: riders, trainers and other 
team members may enter the riding arena only during the time scheduled for the course walk; 
entering outside that time leads to elimination. 
 

5. Leaving the riding arena — mounted 
Rule concerned: General provisions; Dressage, Ease of Handling, Speed and Cow Trials 

Clarification: Following a question raised by members, it is clarified that the riding arena must be left 
mounted, in every trial. Dismounting in order to leave the riding arena is not permitted and leads to 
disqualification from the trial concerned. This does not affect the cases in which the Regulations 
expressly permit or require the rider to dismount during the test (11.11.2; 11.14; Speed Trial 4.8); in 
those cases the rider must remount and leave the riding arena mounted. 
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B. Ease of Handling and Speed Trials — general 

6. Start of the test 
Rule concerned: Ease of Handling and Speed Trials 

Clarification: The test begins when the rider crosses the start line. Grounds of elimination relating to 
the performance of obstacles apply only from the moment the start line is crossed. The ground listed 
on p. 14 of the 2025 Regulations (“Crossing an obstacle that has not yet been performed after the 
bell has rung”) is an error and is to be disregarded: crossing an obstacle line after the bell but before 
the start line is not sanctioned. Performing an obstacle before crossing the start line, however, is not 
permitted. 
 

7. Refusal to advance — time limits 
Rule concerned: Grounds of Disqualification, Sections 5.1 and 5.2 

Clarification: The two provisions apply as written and concern different situations: in the Dressage 
Trial, taking more than 10 seconds to perform a forward movement leads to disqualification; in the 
Ease of Handling and Speed Trials, a refusal to advance for a period of more than 15 seconds leads to 
disqualification. 
 

8. Entry and exit flags — transition markers vs. direction markers 
Rule concerned: Obstacle descriptions with entry/exit flags 

Clarification: Two groups of obstacles are to be distinguished. At the bridge — which is always 
performed at walk in Ease of Handling — and at the side-stepping (lateral work) over a log/pole, 
which can be performed in walk or canter, the entry and exit flags mark where the transitions to and 
from walk must be shown if performed in walk. At all other obstacles with flags, the flags only 
indicate the entry, exit and direction of the obstacle and are not transition markers. Sentences in 
individual obstacle descriptions that deviate from this reading are superseded by this clarification. 
 

9. Marking of split obstacles — 2 barrels forward / in rein back 
Rule concerned: Obstacle descriptions 

Clarification: Whether the obstacle “2 barrels” is judged as one obstacle or as two separate 
obstacles is dictated by the course map. The obstacle may be split into two separately numbered 
and separately judged obstacles (for example: no. 3 — 2 barrels forward; no. 10 — 2 barrels in rein 
back). 
 

10. Reference to “Annex 7” 
Rule concerned: Speed Trial (time penalties) 

Clarification: The reference to “Annex 7” is an editorial error; no such annex exists. The provision is 
to be read as referring to the form for recording time and penalties which each Organising 
Committee must provide to all members of the Jury. 
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C. Individual obstacles 

11. Gate (Door) — departure 
Rule concerned: Obstacle description “Gate (Door)” — “… and depart immediately in canter again, 
perpendicular to the obstacle.” 

Clarification: The handling of the gate is performed at walk and from the halt. This clarification 
indicates how the obstacle should be performed for the highest mark. The departure after the gate 
has been closed: the quarter turn away from the gate into the perpendicular direction, and the ride-
off after the halt, may be performed in walk or in canter. The wording “depart immediately in 
canter” is not to be read as making canter mandatory.   
 

12. Rein back with cup — side of the cup 
Rule concerned: Obstacle description (rein back between posts with cup/glass) — “The rider should 
remove the glass placed on a left side …” 

Clarification: The reference to the left side is an error in the 2025 text. The cup is placed on the right 
side. Only the right (working) hand may be used to remove and replace the cup. 
 

13. Garrocha (pole) — placement in the drum 
Rule concerned: Obstacle description (garrocha/vara) 

Clarification: The exercise is only considered successfully completed if the pole remains in the drum, 
in upright position with the tip pointing up, until the rider enters the next obstacle, and the drum 
remains standing.  
It is not allowed to use the left arm to assist or support replacing the position of the Garrocha. 
 

14. Garrocha and rope — use of both hands when dismounted 
Rule concerned: Obstacle descriptions (garrocha; rope) 

Clarification: If the rider is unmounted (for example after dismounting to retrieve a dropped 
garrocha), the rider may use both hands on the obstacle. The one-hand rule applies to the mounted 
rider.  
 

15. Jumping over bales of straw — knocking over the uprights 
Rule concerned: Speed Trial — Time Penalties for Obstacles, 4.4 (Jumping over Bales of Straw) 

Clarification: The uprights form part of the obstacle: the obstacle description (11.4) defines it as 
bales of straw “between two uprights, with a pole on the top”, and only numbers and flags are not 
considered part of an obstacle. The list of time penalties under 4.4 is therefore to be applied as 
completed by the following item: “Knocking over the uprights + 10 s.”, in line with the identical 
wording used for the Gate (4.8). This penalty applies in addition to the + 5 s for knocking down the 
pole and/or bale. In the Ease of Handling Trial no time penalty applies; knocking over any part of the 
obstacle is reflected in the judges’ mark. 
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D. Cow Trial 

16. Touching the reins or the horse’s neck — penalty structure 
Rule concerned: Cow Trial (penalties) 

Clarification: Touching the reins in front of the rein-holding hand leads to immediate elimination 
(general one-hand rule, p. 2 of the Regulations); the team’s attempt is not considered. For touching 
the horse’s neck, the staged penalty applies: each of the first two touches is penalized with 5 
seconds; the third touch leads to elimination. The touches will be counted per test and can be done 
by different riders – they sum up.  

WAWE Board, 6 August 2026 


